
August 18, 2014

TO: Parks and Recreation Committee
City Council of Flagstaff

Re: Buffalo Park Trail

Buffalo Park, with its trails, is one of the precious gems of our city.
It provides a safe location for hundreds of people daily to walk, run, bike, ski 
in the winter, and soak up inspiration and personal physical and mental health 
benefits.  Its central location, excellent trail surface and free access all 
encourage heavy use. I personally have used it hundreds of times over the 46 
years I've lived here. I particularly love the diversity of trail users ranging 
from Olympic hopefuls to families with kids, high school cross country teams, 
pregnant ladies, Moms pushing strollers, overweight joggers, and disabled 
people......a real cross section of our community.

The idea of naming the trail to honor Dr Nate Avery is super.  Nate grew up here 
loving the forests, the mountains, and the healthy outdoor life style that so 
many enjoy.  After medical school he did several years of neurosurgical training 
in Kentucky then Utah.  He and his wife Annette with their young family chose to 
come home to Flagstaff to use his skills and raise their family.  I strongly 
suspect that our mountains, forests and trails played a large role in that 
decision.  Nate loved hiking, running, rafting, skiing and participated in the 
Imogene Pass Run in Colorado several times.  Being around him in the course of 
these outdoor activities was always uplifting and just plain fun.  I think it 
very fitting to commemorate his life and many contributions to Flagstaff with a 
lasting tribute on the Buffalo Park trail to keep his spirit and love of healthy 
outdoor recreation alive.  Please make this happen!  

Sincerely,

Walt Taylor, MD


