
Nomenclature
Please note that some of these materials refer to “business improvement district” and other similar but 
slightly different names.  It’s important to note that the proposal before the City Council is for a 
“Revitalization District” as defined by Arizona Revised Statutes.  “Business improvement district” is a 
convenient and non-technical reference to a variety of districts types that have similar purposes.  This 
use of the term is akin to calling a facial tissue a Klenex even though it was not manufactured by Klenex.

BID Basics
The Privatisation of Public Space? The American Experience of Business Improvement 
Districts and their Relationship to Local Governance

M. STEEL & M. SYMES, Faculty of the Built Environment, University of West of England, Bristol, UK, June 2005

An article prepared for Brittan’s implementation of BIDs.  It provides some history and overview of BIDs 
in the United States and the author discusses potential problems with BIDs.   Recommend skipping 
“Business Improvement Districts: Their Potential for the UK” portion.

Business Improvement Districts and Innovative Service Delivery

Jerry Mitchell, Professor, School of Public Affairs, Baruch College, The City University of New York
The PricewaterhouseCoopers Endowment for The Business of Government, November 1999

Even though it’s a study of BID management, with recommendations regarding same, this 
article has some good introductory materials as well and has some good information about 
possible areas of service for BIDs.  It is also not limited to BIDs in large communities.

The Main Street Approach

The National Trust for Historic Preservation

While Flagstaff is no longer eligible to be a part of Main Street Program (We’re too big), they 
remain a good example and resource.  They have a long history and many successes.  The state
representatives have been and remain willing to lend a hand even though we are not eligible.

The Law
Arizona Revised Statutes

This is the section on special taxing districts – all 39 possibilities.  Revitalization Districts are 
number 39 (last in the sections – very bottom – scroll down) and this is the text as modified in 
2011.  It’s a surprisingly readable law, and relatively short.  

Mill Avenue District - Example Materials
Service Agreement with the City of Tempe

Various Reports and Plans

Mill Avenue District – Downtown Tempe Community

It may be constructive to look at these Mill Avenue District materials as examples.  Their 
Executive Director, Nancy Hormann, has founded 17 such districts and has been most helpful to 
us as.  It is a highly functioning district, in Arizona, with decades of relevant experience.

http://www.mmg.mpg.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Subsites/Public_Space/privations_of_public_space.pdf
http://www.mmg.mpg.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Subsites/Public_Space/privations_of_public_space.pdf
http://www.businessofgovernment.org/sites/default/files/Mitchell.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/about-main-street/the-approach/&ei=rbu9Us_DGcj1oASq34DQCg&sa=X&oi=unauthorizedredirect&ct=targetlink&ust=1388167861420454&usg=AFQjCNGwu0aagaycKWEVu8EXW0i_RDekfw
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Title=48
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4yzwa6vg1w83bf8/Tempe%20City%20Contract.pdf
http://www.millavenue.com/downtown-tempe/reports-and-plans

