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Coconino County State Priorities 

 

2014 
 
The Coconino County Board of Supervisors respectfully requests actions on the 
following measures:   

 
1. Protect County Fiscal Sustainability by Opposing Revenue Shifts 

 
Coconino County continues to be impacted by the diversion of revenue sources by the Arizona State Legislature. Specifically, the 
county has received more than $7.1 million in impacts since fiscal year 2008.  Statewide, counties have received more than $386 
million in impacts since fiscal year 2008. 

 
o A diversion of Highway User Revenue Funds (HURF) from the county to fund state agencies has a significant impact on 

the way our county has managed the impacts of natural disasters and our infrastructure. To date, the state has swept 
$4.1 million of Coconino County’s HURF revenue.    
 

o We urge the legislature to discontinue the use of HURF resources for purposes other than road activities and restore 
those funds to state and local governments. Coconino County also encourages the Legislature to work with stakeholders 
to identify and enact revenue enhancements for the existing HURF distribution system. 
 

o Undo shifts to counties including, eliminating the requirement for counties to make payments for Sexually Violent 
Persons at the Arizona State Hospital.  Counties should not be required to permanently fund the Arizona State Hospital. 
 

o With the increase of emergencies within Coconino County, it’s important that current revenue sources are protected, 
including secondary district revenue.  Coconino County’s Flood Control District has been key to providing immediate 
assistance to protect health and public safety in the Schultz Fire-Flood area.   
 

o Permanently restore the County Assistance Fund (CAF), which allocated lottery revenues to support county operations.   
Historically, the rural counties receive $550,035 and the urban counties receive $249,772.  This funding is general fund 
revenue that can be used by a county for their most urgent needs.   

 
2. Support County Local Authority to Manage Local Needs  

 

Coconino County continues to be concerned by acts by the Arizona State Legislature to minimize local control and the authority of 
the County Boards of Supervisors.   
 
The County also relies on funding from the federal government through different programs. Over the years, due to inflation and 
other factors, cuts to programs such as Secure Rural Schools (SRS) and Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) have presented new 
challenges to the county and furthers the need for the county to pursue other ways to recover those loss of funds.  Coconino County 
is requesting the following from the Arizona State Legislature: 
 

o Limit Unfunded Mandates 
o Continue to Protect the Budget Authority for the County Boards of Supervisors 
o Provide Local Authority to Counties to Address Local Needs, including supporting legislation to regulate the sale of 

permissible consumer fireworks.     
o Representative Karen Fann has introduced HB 2224 legislation that would provide counties with the ability to regulate the 
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sale of fireworks in the unincorporated areas of the county when Stage 1 fire restrictions are implemented in any portion of 
the county.   
 

o In the 49th Regular Session, legislation was passed and signed into law that would allow the sale and use of permissible 
consumer fireworks, unless otherwise regulated by a governing body. Note: Permissible consumer fireworks are defined as small 
firework devices that contain restricted amounts of pyrotechnic composition designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by 
combustion and that comply with the construction, chemical composition and labeling regulations as defined in ARS 36-1601. This change 
does not affect “Display Fireworks” as defined by statute.  

 
o HB 2224 amends statute to provide permissive authority to the County Board of Supervisors to regulate the use and 

sale of fireworks when the Forest Service issues Stage 1 Fire Restrictions. 
 
o The irreparable damage that fires cause is well substantiated in Coconino County and throughout Arizona.  HB 2224 

would provide a common sense solution, tying the regulation of permissible consumer fireworks to restrictions that 
are based on science.    
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