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Summary of Changes to Division 10-50.100 (Sign Standards) of the Flagstaff Zoning Code 
August 25, 2014: Updated September 8, 2014 for Council 

Revised: October 15, 2014 

This table summarizes whether amendments proposed to Division 10-50.100 (Sign Standards) are more restrictive than the current code, less restrictive, or if a standard is proposed for deletion. 
The majority of proposed amendments are intended to simplify the standards and remove duplication and redundancy, with the intention of making the standards easier to read, understand, 
and interpret. Thus, many amendments are not substantive but are important to improve the readability of the Division. Such amendments are not listed in this table as they are fully described 
in the October 21, 2014 staff report to the City Council. The column to the far right in this table describes the intention behind the proposed amendment and its source, i.e. Council or staff. 
 
Standard 
 Change is more restrictive Change is less restrictive Proposed for deletion Council Direction and Intention  

10-50.100.020 Applicability 
D. Exemptions  Includes a more comprehensive 

list of signs for which permits are 
not required, including for the 
City and the County, FUSD, 
NAU, and other exempt 
organizations. 

 Council – Provides standards for signs not 
currently included in the Sign Standards and 
exempts them from permit requirements, e.g. 
business name on an entry door, or display 
boards for daily specials, or a neighborhood 
or district sign. 

  Exempts face changes from a sign 
permit on any existing non-
illuminated conforming signs 

 Staff – no sign permit needed if a face change 
on an existing non-illuminated sign is needed. 
Helpful to small businesses. 

10-50.100.040 General Restrictions for All Signs 
A. Location Restrictions Includes updatednew standards to 

prevent intentional vehicle parking 
as signs. Requires the vehicle when 
not used to conduct daily business 
to be parked as far from the public 
right-of-way as possible. 

Prohibition of building mounted 
signs facing interstates removed 

 Staff – provide clearer and more enforceable 
regulations for vehicles intentionally parked as 
signs. 
Council – it is appropriate to allow building 
mounted signs to face the interstates 
(included in total building mounted sign area) 

D. Display Restrictions   Minor amendment to exempt 
barber poles and clocks 

 Staff – suggested exemption. Based on 
tradition, barber poles are typically exempted 
even though they rotate.  

10-50.100.050 General Requirements for All Signs 
C. Sign Illumination Internally Illuminated Signs – include 

yellow as a prohibited background 
color consistent with the LDC. 

Exempts exposed neon on signs 
from the lumen calculations for 
the site consistent with the LDC. 

 Staff – exposed neon on signs is not an issue 
to staff at the Naval Observatory. Standard 
should have been included consistent with the 
LDC. 

D. Structure and 
Installation 

Restricts the use of raceways to 
applications when access behind a 
wall is not possible  

  Staff – recommend limiting the use of 
raceways to provide better looking signs. 
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 Requires repair and painting of a 
wall when a building mounted sign is 
removed 

  Staff – This standard is typical in some city’s 
codes requiring a wall to be repaired and 
repainted after a sign is removed. 

10-50.100.060 Permanent Signs 
Table A: Standards for Permanent Signs by Use    

Multi-family Dev., etc.  Incr. building mounted sign area 
from 2 to 4 sq. ft.  

 Council – increase the area of building 
mounted signs for multi-family developments 
– better identification of the project with 
limited visual impact to the community. 

 Incr. freestanding sign height 
from 4 to 6 ft. 

 Council – increase the height of freestanding 
signs for multi-family developments – better 
identification of the project with limited visual 
impact to the community. Will be helpful to 
some apartment managers who have been 
denied signs in the past. 

Institutional Use  Incr. building mounted sign area 
from 6 to 8 sq. ft. 

 Staff – consistent with Council’s direction on 
multi-family residential projects, increase 
building and freestanding sign area and height 
for institutional uses – better identification of 
the project with limited visual impact to the 
community. 

 Incr. freestanding sign height 
from 4 to 6 ft. 

 

Commercial and Industrial Signs 
– all building types 

See the comment in this row in the 
column “Proposed for Deletion”. 

Incr. Type A freestanding sign 
height from 8 to 10 ft. 

1.5 sq. ft. to 1 linear foot of 
frontage for building mounted 
signs for multi-tenant centers 

Council – the height and area of freestanding 
signs has been modestly increased to provide 
greater opportunities for signage on 
freestanding signs. This should enable business 
owners to have better permanent signage 
rather than relying on semi-permanent 
temporary signs, as many do today with 
resultant sign clutter and frequent complaints 
to staff. In addition, sign area has been 
redefined to exclude the name of a shopping 
center. 
Staff – the increased sign area previously 
permitted for multi-tenant shopping centers is 
no longer relevant as the Zoning Code’s site 
planning standards require a building to be 
placed close to a street with parking behind. 

 Incr. Type A freestanding sign 
area from 36 to 40 sq. ft. 

 

 Incr. Type B freestanding sign 
height from 6 to 8 ft. 

 

 Incr. Type B freestanding sign 
area from 24 to 32 sq. ft. 
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This means a reduction in sign area for these 
centers. 

Table C: Standards for Building Mounted Signs    
  Business owner may decide 

where to place signs on a building 
– some signage must be 
associated with the building entry 
zone. No sign area increase is 
proposed. 

Roof mounted signs (On 
August 27, 2014 the P&Z 
Commission moved to reinsert 
this section with no changes) 

Council – the precise standards for sign 
placement in the current code have been 
removed and business/property owners will 
decide where signs may be placed. Some 
signage must still be associated with the 
building entry zone. 
P&Z – keep the roof mounted sign standards 
in the event that no other option is available. 

 Improved standard to ensure signs 
do not extend above or beyond a 
building element 

Includes an incentive for 
increased sign area for a corner 
mounted sign above a door on a 
building corner 

2 ft. sign depth standard Staff – these are ideas for simplifying and 
making the code easier to use (sign placement 
on a building element) and to incentivize sign 
placement at the corner of a building.  
The 2-foot sign depth standard is 
unnecessary. 

  Includes an incentive for painted 
wall signs 

 Staff – provides an affordable alternative for a 
sign with a small incentive for its use. 

Table H: Standards for Freestanding Signs    
 Sign base width increased to 60% of 

sign width from 40% 
Threshold for an additional Type 
B sign reduced from 500 ft. to 
400 ft. Separated by 150 ft. 

 Staff – provides for more proportional signs. 
Council – allow greater opportunities for 
freestanding signs as an alternative to 
temporary signs used to ‘permanently’ 
advertise a business. 

 Existing nonconforming signs now 
referred to in this table – may not 
exceed the max. area for 
freestanding signs in Table A. 

Shopping center name excluded 
from freestanding sign height and 
area calculations 

 Staff – the reference to non-conforming signs 
has been added for clarification. 
Staff – consistent with Council direction to 
allow for larger freestanding signs, this 
amendment provides greater opportunities 
for business owners to advertise their 
businesses on permanent signs. 

  The exclusion for embellishments 
changed from 1 ft. to 20% of 
freestanding sign height 

 Staff – allows for more proportional 
embellishments to a freestanding sign. 

Table 1: Standards for Interpretative Signs    
 New standards included   Staff – new sign type to allow for these signs. 
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Table K: Standards for Projecting Signs    
  Area incr. from 12 to 16 sq. ft. 

consistent with Flagstaff Central 
District. 

 Staff – correction to existing standards as it 
was illogical for projecting signs in the 
Flagstaff Central District to be larger than 
those in the rest of the City. 

Table N: Standards for Permanent Window Signs    
 Window signs may only cover 25% 

of each window (former LDC 
standard) 
 

  Council – eliminates a confusing and 
impractical standard in the current code and 
returns to the standard in the former LDC. 

Table O: Standards for Other Sign Types    
 Includes new standards for drive 

through menu boards, fuel pump 
signs, menu display boxes, open 
signs, and signs on vending machines 

  Staff - establishes new standards for sign types 
that are not included in the current code, yet 
which are common throughout the City.  

10-50.100.070 Comprehensive Sign Program 
B. Applicability  Now includes multi-family 

residential and institutional uses 
 Council – allows for slightly larger signs (area 

and height) if the sign complies with enhanced 
design standards. 

C. Review From the former LDC – P&Z 
Commission review required when 
standards exceed height and area 
established in Section 10-50.100.080 

  Staff – inadvertent omission from the LDC 
into the Zoning Code requiring P&Z review 
of a Comprehensive Sign Program if taller and 
bigger signs are proposed that exceed the 
standards in Section 10-50.100.080. 

10-50.100.090 Temporary Signs 
A. Purpose Only used for short term seasonal 

sales and promotions 
  Council – the proliferation of temporary signs 

across the City that often appear to be 
‘permanently’ in place was the reason for 
stipulating that temporary signs are only to be 
used for short term seasonal sales or 
promotions. Balanced by moderate increases 
in freestanding sign height and area. 
 

C. Specific to Commercial 
and Industrial Zones, 
Transect Zones T5 and T6, 
and MFR zones 

 Expanded to allow temporary 
signs in multi-family residential 
zones 

Temporary projecting signs Staff – proposed that temporary sales signs 
are also appropriate in MFR zones (e.g. a 
“Move in Special”) 
Staff – no temporary projecting signs have 
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been used in the Downtown District; this was 
not a practical idea. 

Table C and D: Standards for Temp. Civic or Non-Profit Event Signs   
 New section limiting placement of 

these signs only on approved City 
sign structures 
 

City sign structures also allow 
signs for City Special and 
Recreation Events 

 Council – provides defined safe locations for 
civic and non-profit event signs rather than 
allowing them all over the community which 
has resulted in complaints on their visual 
impact. 
Staff – expand the use of these structures to 
signs for City Special and Recreation Events 
as well. Provides more alternatives for 
advertising these events. 

Table E: Standards for Temp. Directional Signs    
  Expanded to include City Special 

and Recreation Events, civic and 
non-profit events, and approved 
temporary uses 

 Staff – provides more alternatives for 
advertising these events. 

Table G: Standards for A-Frame or Upright Signs    
  Permitted as secondary signage 

on walkways in front of a store 
 Council – in, for example, multi-tenant 

shopping centers, allow an A-frame or upright 
sign to be placed on the walkway in front of 
the store provided it is not placed in the 
ROW, a parking area, landscaping areas, etc. 

Table J: Standards for Temporary Window Signs    
 Window signs may only cover 25% 

of each window (former LDC 
standard) 

  Council – eliminates a confusing and 
impractical standard in the current code and 
returns to the standard in the former LDC. 

Table K: Standards for Temporary New Development/Construction Signs    
 Includes new standards for these 

signs 
  Staff – establishes a new standard for these 

signs that are not included in the current 
code, yet which are common throughout the 
City.  

Sign Walkers  Consistent with state law, a sign 
walker may stand in the public 
right-of-way on a sidewalk 
 
 

 Staff – inserted to ensure consistency with 
ARS as modified under HB 2528. 
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10-50.100.100 Sign Districts of Special Designation 
Flagstaff Central District     
Findings for Signs ... Includes a new standard to define 3-

D form 
  Staff – proposed to establish a defensible 

standard for 3-D form which is lacking in the 
current code. 

Table A: Standards for Building Mounted Signs in the Flagstaff Central District   
 Signs are not permitted above the 

expression line of a building 
Total Sign Area calculations now 
updated to allow more 
opportunities for appropriate 
signage on buildings with multiple 
entries and for sign area per 
business 

 Staff – current code is unclear on the height 
of signs mounted on a building wall. With the 
2011 Zoning Code update, the expression 
line was intended as the defining line, but was 
not included. 
Staff – current standards limit are unduly 
restrictive on the number amount of signs 
permitted on a building in the Central 
District. This revision provides more 
opportunity for appropriate building mounted 
signs for a multi-tenant building. 

Table B:  Standards for Building Identification Signs    
 Includes new standards for these 

signs 
  Staff – establishes a new standard for these 

signs that are not included in the current 
code, yet which are common throughout the 
City. 

Downtown Historic District     
Temporary Signs 
 
 
 
 

A-frame signs, upright signs and 
vertical banners are prohibited. 

Allows temporary stanchion signs 
to be placed within the furniture 
zone of a sidewalk 

 Council and staff – provides a more practical 
solution to an A-frame sign on a Downtown 
sidewalk. 

10-20.40.130 Sign Permits – Temporary Signs 
 Application for a Temporary Sign 

Permit – may be considered more 
restrictive if the application may only 
be filed by the property 
manager/owner rather than by an 
individual business owner 

  Council – directed staff to amend the 
permitting process so that an application for a 
temporary sign may only be made by a 
property manager or owner. Decision Point: 
staff suggests that it is the business owner 
who should apply for the permit – more 
expeditious and beneficial to the business 
owner.  
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10-20.60.110 Nonconforming Signs 
B. Maintenance, Repair, 
Alterations, and Removal 

 Includes an incentive for the 
replacement of nonconforming 
signs. P&Z moved to recommend 
75% rather than 50%. 

 Council – provide an incentive so that 
existing nonconforming signs may over time 
be replaced with signs that are in closer 
conformance to the Code. 

 


